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HEAVEN, 

la It where the spiral stairway, 

Set with getus, leads up the blue 1 
Are the gleams that pierce the ether 

Ejee of angels looking through If 
la that great white rood that stretches, 

Paved with stare, acrooa the skies, 
The way, — beyond poor mortal reaches,— 

That the ransomed spirit Dies r 

Is that land of wondrous glory 

IT 11 divined by human sight r 
Like Creation's mystic story 

Hieroglyphed on scroll of Night 7 
Ah I not so ; faint heart despair not, 

Heaven is very near to you ; 
Though thy burden weighs, yet fear not, 

With the Father's house In view. 

For without the prophet's vision 

The mysterious lines to read. 
That God, for man's blest Intuition, 

Writes Id every guileless deed. 
Ye may see — if not foul-fettered 

By the blinding bands of sin,— 
Thy soul's wall subltmelv lettered, 

'■Heaven's kingdom is within I" 

If within be peace and gladness,— 

Love for all things, great and small,— 
Pity, nigh akin to sadness, 

For an erring brother's fall,— 
For enemies a meek prayer, rather 

Than revenge's fiendish due, 
Lowly breathed, "Forgive them, Father, 

For they know not what they do I"— 

Humility, when wreath of laurel" 

Crowns thee conqueror, in a field 
Where self stood trembling in the quarrel 

Urging thee to dastard yield ; 
But martyr firmness, when thy spirit 

At life's fiery stake is tried, 
Though no palm awards the merit 

That has stemmed the raging tide ;— 

And, withal, a hopeful nature, 

Sifting out the giain of good, 
The one redeeming better feature, 

Found In every evil brood,— 
Feeding Hate and Falsehood only 

With the sweet fruit of the true,— 
Loving, though unloved and lonely,— 

Say, can Heaven be far from you 7 

Ab I nearer, nearer for the crosses 

That have strewn thy way of life ; 
Nearer for the hallowing losses ; 

Nearer for the conquered strife ; 
Nearer for the wise ordeal 

That leads thee rough -shod o'er the stone, • 
Till thou canst bravely bear the real, 

And trusting aay, "Thy will be done t" 

Never upward look for Heaven, 

If no Heaven's begun below ; 
Never onward look for Heaven, 

For you pass it as you go : 
Never outward look for Heaven, — 

Outward lies the slough of sin, 
The old corrupt, fermenting leaven,— 

Look for Heaven alone within. 

.V Kojihu Holntet. 
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BY JACOB w. BEER. 


Since we have left tbe command merits of 
men; and have adopted the whole GoBpel to 
live by, a number of changes in practice have 
become necessary, and in making ouch 
changes, as either precept or examples re- 
quire*, we thou Id be very careful to go just 
ao far, and no* farther than the Gospel (our 
creed) directs.^ In doing this we are surprised 
to find so man* traditions in our former 
practise, for which there is no gospel prece- 
i dent; of which we will notice the following : 

1st. A verbai renunciation of Bin and 
Batan. 

A verbal covenant, "to live faithful until 
death," in the water and just before baptism, 
when only a whole hearted confession of faith 
in Jesus as the son of God, is our precedent 
and that before descending into the water for 
baptism. See Acts 8:3(37 

2nd. Laying on of hands of tbe administra- 
tor with prayer over the baptized, while yet 
in tha water, when our only record precedent 
in the gospel, Is to the contrary. See Acta 
8:12-17. Whereupon faith "when they be- 
lieved" they were baptized ; but tbe sequel 
plainly shows the prayer and laying on of the 
apostles, not Philip's hands, and afterward, 
not at baptism. 

To follow Gospel precedent, clears us ol 
traditional, man-made innovations; gives ub 
apostolic ,pjBrtice, and a good conscience. 
t Besides this, it makes us of one mind and 
' heart. The mind of Christ is ieflected in the 
Gospel, we are of one mind, and can truly 
say we have the mind of Christ. 

With reference to things not in the Gospel, 
the Brethren are of one mind, vis: that they 
are necessary to salvation and concern us only 
whan they become a hindrance to us in the 


way of life.. We agree what is in the Gos- 
pel is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness; 
that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works." 
What need we farther ? Men should never 
engage in an evil work. To pervert the right 
ways of the Lord is evil, and brings upon its 
perpetnators fearful consequences. See Gal. 
1 : 16-9. To add to or take from it is*equally 
dangerous. See Bev. 22:18-19. Then 
safety lies in following that which God has 
given us in his word, "whieh is able to save 
your sonls" tTas. 1 : 21. This and only this 
can give as the unity of practice and oneness 
of mind so desirable and necesary for the 
peace and prosperity of the church. 

We believe the disci pies were well instruct- 
ed by our Lord in tbe things pertaining to 
kingdom, before his passion and after his res- 
urrection and ascension. They were by tbe 
Holy Ghost especially prepared for their 
work. See the promise, Acts 1 : 8. 

Then it is safe to follow their example, as 
recorded, and draw from the Word all need- 
ful knowledge to make us wise unto salva- 
tion. Then where time, place, or manner ol 
any religious rite is indicated either by pre- 
cept or example, let us follow that and be on 
the safe side. Much of the solemnity of keep- 
ing the ordinances of God's institution in the 
church has been destroyed, by deviating 
from the record of the institution and observ- 
ance, as given iu God's Holy word. Let us 
return, for "thus eaith the Lord, stand ye in 
the ways and see, and ask for the 
old paths, where is the good way, and 
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for yonr 
booIb." Jer. 6 : 16 

TELL IT TO THE CHURCH, 

BVH. H. MEYERS. 

Not to the bishop, in order that he may 
at nd out his deacons to notify your brother to 
appear at a certain council, as an evil doer, 
and then appear against him with all the wit- 
nesses yon can scrape up, in order to make 
him bow to your wishes. But tell it to the 
church, that the churoh may do likewise, that 
is : "Go to the offending brother and tell him 
of iiis faults and try and gain him. The Sav- 
ior never told ua to ask an humble acknowl- 
edgment of our brother. I believe that this 
asking a humble acknowledgment for every 
little offense, has caused more trouble and 
hard feelings than any other one thing. 

Let me say to you, dear reader, any world- 
ling will forgive you, if you make an humble 
ack now lodgment to him, and we should cer- 
tainly be better than the world. May the 
Lord help us to even forgive our enemies. 

^^^^— ^»»B»#— aaaop^-tN^aWaa 

Whit Sin will Do. 

There was but one crack in the lantern, and 
the wind has found it out and blown out the 
candle. How great a mischief one ungarded 

Eoint of character may cause us ! One spark 
lew up the magazine and shook the whole 
country for miles around. One leak sank the 
vessel and drownded all on board. One wound 
may kill the body. 
One sin destroys the soul. 
It matters little how carefully the restof the 
lantern is protected, the one point which is 
damaged is quite sufficient to admit the wind, 
and so it little matters how zealous a man 
may be in a thousand things if he toler- 
ates one darling sin ; Satan will find out the 
flaw and destroy all his hopes. The strength 
of a chain is to be -measured not by the 
strongest, but by its weakest links, for if the 
weakest snaps what is the use of the iv>i V 
Satan is a close observer, and knoWB exactly 
where our weak points are; we have need of 
very much watchfulness, and we have great 
cause to bless our merciful Lord who prayed 
for us that our faith fail not Either our 
pride or our sloth, onr ignorance, our anger, 
or our lust would prove our ruin, unless grace 
interposed ; any one of our senses or faculties 
might admit the foe, yea, our virtues and 
graces might be the gates of entrance to onr 
enemies. Oh, Jesus, if Thou hast indeed 
bought me with Thy blood, be pleased to keep 
me by Thy power even unto the end. — Spur- 
geon. 

Some people take pride in dispensing more 
gall than money. 

Select your words carefully, and thus avoid 
much trouble. 


CONSISTENCY. 

IIV .1. Z. ltKl-l.lx.LK. 

The above caption is a word that means a 

great deal. Many of us use the word, per- 
aps without thinking what it means. We 
not only make use of the word in our lan- 
guage, but in every dav of our lives we are 
either practicing consistency, or we are prac- 
ticing what stands in direct opposition to it ; 
inconsistency. One or the other we are bound 
to exercise every hour we live. We who have 
net out to serve our heavenly Master need to 
be very careful that we practice the former, 
and we hope the church of "The Brethren", 
ndividually, as well as collectively, will for- 
ever guard against the mistake of preaching 
one thing and then practice something differ- 
ent. Our motto is, "The Gospel alone." Not 
only is bhis our motto, but it is our constitu- 
tion and rule of government. This is the best 
document that ever was framed, and the body 
that adopts it for "the rule, must be consist- 
ent with it.'' The writer once belonged to an 
organization that claimed a "Gospel-alone 
rule" of government. Our connection with 
that organization was brought about by the 
teaching of brother Bashor. He taught us 
the Gfoepel-alone docfrhie t and we accepted it 
as our law, and made a faithful promise to try 
to live consistent with that law. 

As time passed by we saw noble men and 
women harshly dealt with, not by the law un- 
der which they enlisted, but by another law, 
concerning which brother Bashor failed to 
teach us I These expulsions were certainly in- 
consistent with a Gospel-alone law, and when 
we endorse them we are equally quilty with 
the perpetrators thereof. And right here is 
where thousands of us have been put to tbe 
test and forced to choose between consistency 
and inconsistency. If we would be true to our 
law we dare not refusefellowshipto our breth- 
ren simply because they have been condemned 
by a law that every minister neglects to teach. 
Should the church of the Brethren in conven- 
tion at Dayton, or any vthare eke, begin to 
pass laws and make them "the ride" to the 
churches, and send out ministers who fail to 
preach that "rule," the sooner she would si- 
lence them the better, for the reason that 
there would be a part of our law not proclaim- 
ed to the world, and the subsequent enforce- 
ment of this hidden law would be an imposi- 
tion upon the people. We have no fears how- 
ever, that an organization that owes its ex- 
istence to a misapplication of laws and rules 
will ever fall into the same error. 

Let us be consistent. It is very inconsis- 
tent for a church to ostracize any of her mem- 
bers for violating a certain law, when she is 
guilty of the same transgression. It would 
be very inconsistent for the church of the 
Brethren to disown a sister for wearing a 
"female-hat," while her members continue to 
wear them. And it would be very, vekv in- 
consistent for uf to cling tenaciously to a rule 
that forbids musical instruments a»d then 
turn right around and buy an organ. 

JVew Enterprise, Pa. 

Consecratioh. 

Submission is a strong word ; consecration 
still stronger. Surrender is a cessation of re- 
sistance ; consecration a transfer of all we have 
and are to Christ for active service. It con- 
veys person and property, talents and oppor- 
tunities, and accepts of Christ as leader, man- 
ager, friend and Savior, present, active, effi- 
cient in all the minutiae of life. There are de- 
degrees of consecration, and even entire con- 
secration is progressive, for new interests, 
cares, burdens, capacities, opportunities rise 
and await disposal, and Christ is revealed in 
new relations, making new demands, offering 
new privileges, and these await trustful ac- 
ceptance, so that ever and anon the proposi- 
tion to devote all to Christ and receive all of 
Christ claims fresh attention. Many commit 
spiritual interests to His care, and worry ou 
alone with temporal concerns ; they trust him 
to save their souls, but hesitate to ask His aid 
in business ; accept daily grace, but doubt re- 
specting daily bread ; rejoice in Christ as a 
Savior, but fail to appiehend him as a brother, 
companion, present constant friend. Conse- 
cration is not absolutely perfect until the full- 
ness of our Lord is perceived, ami the fullness 
of life is devoted to Him, for every revelation 
of Christ calls for new devotion from us. The 
consecration must be as broad as the appre- 
hension, covering the fulness of Christ and 
tbe fullness of man. 


ADVICE TO A YOUNG MAN. 

My son, you will soon learn that tbe only 
really great sins are the ones you have not 
committed. If the "man without sin" had 
been an impossibility, the stone which he 
won Id cant at the woman taken in adultery 
would have been a pebble, and even in cast- 
ing it he would have made an effort to throw- 
too high and so miss the culprit. But any 
one of the Pharisees, hypocrites, money 
changers, extortioners, usuers, liars, knaves 
of various degree, standing about her, wau 
ready, was rtady, willing and anxious to fire 
a whole brick yard at her. I think, indeed* 
old men are always more charitable than 
young people. As the years go on, and yonr 
temptations are more varied, your faults and 
stumbleB more numerous, as your own wick- 
edness takes on a little wider scope, you will 
cease to thank God that you are not as other 
men are, and will be surprised to learn bow 
much people are like other people, and how 
Greatly do people resemble each other, and 
your sympathies and charities will grow 
broader together. Youth is ever impetuous* 
alike in its faults and judgments. You will 
be able to see the mote in your brother's eye 
until you wear spectacles. At twenty-one 
you will forgive your brother if he offend you 
one time, provided he plead for your forgive- 
ness with ample apologives and promises of 
reformation; at forty you may forgive him 
seven times, and at sixty, having uncounted 
times tasted the sweetness of infinite for- 
giveness yourself, you may be able to for- 
give him until "seventy times seven." It is 
all well .enough for you to say "away with 
him," every time a culprit is brought in tear 
and trembling beforethe bar of yourjjudgment; 
when you have walked over the burning plow 
shares yourself, your voice will be more ready 
to pardon. Just now, you believe in the 
spotless beauty of the blind, unswerving 
just ice, and so you find your fellow servant 
which owes you one hundred pence, and lay 
bold of his throat, and shout "pay me that 
thou owest," and cast him into prison because- 
he can not. But by and by, when you strike 
a balance sheet with your Lord, and sec that 
you owe Him one hundred pounds and haven't 
an ounce of silver or gold in all the world, 
yon will go back, throw open the prison 
doors so wide that the sunlight of mercy and 
charity will go streaming down the long cor- 
ridors into every cell. I wish you would col- 
tivate this virtue of charity a tittle more 
while you are young. I wish you would sew 
how beautiful it is before your eyes are wash- 
ed clear with your own tears.. It would make 
your young manhood grander, for 

■'Sot the Kine's atom, nor the depute*! sword, 
The Marshall's truncheon, nor the .lutlfte'n r«lw, 
Become them with one-half so good ,i grace.'' 

And furthermore, my boy, if you are look- 
ing around for some one to punish for broken 
laws, if you are seeking a "horrible example" 
with which to illustrate your lecture or ser- 
mon, don't go down into the slums to look for 
him. Don't look about your congregation or 
the community for some unfortunate whoso 
struggles and temptationss and falls will 
point the mural you seek to enforce, .lust 
look for tbe "horrible example" right on thu 
platform where you are standing alone. Look 
for him in your own pulpit, my boy. If you 
can't find as great a sinner there as is neces- 
sary to illustrate the beauty, the condcccti- 
sion, the inconceivable grandeur of dying love 
and infinite grace, come right down out of" that 
pulpit. You've no business on the rostrum. 
If all the sinners you know are down in the 
congregation, you're too good for this world, 
my boy. Heaven is your home, and I am 
afraid yon will feel a little lonesome even 
there, when you learn that a most excellent 
minister of the Gospel named Paul once 
rated himself below Frank Hande and Billy 
McGlory. Before ypu go hunting around 
tor a "horrible example" my boy, go into 
solitary place by yourself, eit down and ask 
yourself some hard questions about yourself 
and then answer them like a man and then, if 
you find you are too good to "horrible exam- 
ple" your own lecture and sermons, send for 
me, and I will come up on the platform be- 
side you and pose for anything impressively 
and dreadfully wicked that you may wish. 
Once in awhile, my boy, I have occasion to 
use a "horrible example" myself. But . I 
never pick him out of the congregation, my 
boy, never. — Burlington Uawkeye. 

Selected by E. A. Maust. 

Alb CWy, Neb. 


